
CANADA - WORLD LATIN DANCE CHAMPIONS: 7 Gold, 1 Silver and 2 Bronze Medals!!! 
 

 
 
Did you know that at the 2015 World Latin Dance Cup competition held just a few weeks ago in Miami, 
Canada’s Latin Energy Dancers won First Place in 7 different Division against top contenders from 
around the world?  It may be just our ‘culture’ thing: Canada is a hockey nation. Well, folks, we are now — 
officially — a Latin Dance nation, too.  Salsa is alive and well in Toronto! 
 
Canada was well represented at the Miami World Championships this year, LATIN ENERGY DANCE 
STUDIO bringing home the GOLD in Salsa, Tango, Shines, Lyrical and Bronze in Bachata!   
 
The couple that won FIRST PLACE IN SALSA 
ON1 Am Division in 2014 and now again in 
2015 is Roberto Quaresma who started with 
Latin Energy in 2009 and Daria Novoselova 
who started with Latin Energy in 2012.  Like 
"Rob" said, anything is possible and dreams do 
come true!  But what you don’t know is that 
shortly after Daria and Rob won First Place in 
Dec. 2014, in March Daria was in an accident 
where she fractured her spine around the neck 
area.  Doctors did an amazing job with her 
surgery after inserting a metal plate and 
screws to hold her neck securely. They said like 
with any surgery there is a risk of not being 
able to walk or dance again but thank God, 
everything went well and she started dancing only 5 months later.  With less than 3 months to train, 



Daria and Rob got ready for the competition and went back to Miami to show that “ANYTHING IS 
POSSIBLE”.  Rob works 2 jobs (Air Canada & Canada Post), he’s married and still manages to find time to 
live his dream!  
 
 
Also receiving FIRST PLACE in the SALSA ON2 Am 
Division; was Arturs Stay & Leah Duque.  Arturs is 41 
years old and started training with Latin Energy 3 
years ago.  He works as a security architect by day and 
dancer by night! It was his second time competing at 
the WLDC but not his last!  Leah is a travel agent, 
single mom with 2 young kids so talk about time 
management skills!  They too were able to make their 
dreams come true with a lot of motivation and 
dedication.  Leah also won FIRST PLACE in the 
LYRICAL SOLOIST Division. 
 
 
 
FIRST PLACE in the ARGENTINE TANGO Am 
Division was Samantha Oraa and Mark Kowalski. 
Mark is a project manager and works long shifts but 
finds the time to dance 5 times or more a week! Sam is 
a hygienist by day and she’s only 23 years old.  She 
was brave to enter 5 divisions!  She also received 
GOLD in PRO-AM KIZOMBA with Raymond Pacheco 
as the PRO partner, Silver in Lyrical Soloist and 
Bronze in Salsa Soloist.  Mark also competed in the 
MEN SHINES DUO Am Division with Steven White 
with an amazing FIRST PLACE again.  In 2013, Steve 
attended the competition as an guest and said to 
himself, one day I will compete too, the following year 
in 2014 he made his dream come true! 
 
 

 
 
 
  



The Latin Energy Team also got GOLD in the SALSA Team Am Division.  Four couples paid their own 
way to represent CANADA AND TORONTO at the WLDC hosted or organized by ALBERT TORRES 
PRODUCTIONS, the most prestigious competition and events in the world of LATIN DANCE. They also got 
BRONZE in the TEAM BACHATA Am Division.  
 

These talented and hard working 4 couples are: 
Samantha Oraa & Mark Kowalski 

Leah Duque & Arturs Stay 
Daria Novoselova & Roberto Quaresma 

Audrey Arcos & Leonid Sigalov 
 

 
 
 
Last year the young couple Jenalyn & 
Raymond Pachecho who won the Salsa Am 
Division in 2011 and 2014 have now 
advanced to the PRO SALSA Division at the 
young age of 15 and 17.  They are brother 
and sister who started with Latin Energy 10 
years ago.  They have over 25 First Place 
Titles and 2 GOLD Championships.  This year 
they came in 5th place in the PRO division 
which is an amazing achievement! 
Canada was well represented this year in 
almost every division. 
 



The coach and founder of Latin Energy is Vanesa Stay born in Argentina who 
dedicates her life to her passion for all Latin Dances.  Her studio is based in 
Mississauga and she also hosts events to promote the Latin Culture locally, as well as 
travels with her team to represent CANADA abroad.  Vanesa also hosts the local 
WORLD LATIN DANCE CUP QUALIFIER in Sept. and she’s also one of the judges at the 
Miami WLDC competition since 2010. 
 
The WLDC is for everyone, they have over 80 divisions to choose from, over 1200 
competitors attend each year from all over the world! 
 
So if your dream has been to be a WORLD SALSA CHAMPION or just learn the basic 
step to have some fun, contact Vanesa @ Latin Energy and start LIVING YOUR 
DREAMS IN 2016! 
 

PHOTO: PANEL OF JUDGES FOR WLDC DEC. 2015 

 
 
 
Vanesa Stay - LATIN ENERGY INC. 
http://www.latinenergy.ca | info@latinenergy.ca | 416-876-7727 
 
************************************************** 
 
To see the video clips of the competition visit: 
http://www.latinenergy.ca/ 
 
************************************************** 
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